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2020 was a difficult year for everyone to say the least, including Scouting! After 
two months of normal activities, came the Covid lockdown! No meetings until 
September (and then only for half a term and outdoors), no Church parades, St 
Georges Day Parade or Remembrance Parade - and worst of all, no camping!

Nevertheless, the Group is still thriving with plenty of Beavers, Cubs 
and Scouts despite losing a few along the way during the lock-
down. We have managed to retain most of our Leaders too, except 
for James Purton, the Beaver Leader, who moved away to Bedford-
shire, and we thank him for running the Beavers over the past few years 
and wish him well. Thankfully, Halimah Hussain took over from James 
in September, with Rachel Walsh as her Assistant, and we wish them 
all the best with the Beavers. John Rowley, who took a step back from the day-to-day running of Scout Meetings, is 
still involved with the Group, when needed, and we thank him for all his efforts to help run a successful Scout Troop. 

We still have 2Jays Nursery using the hut on weekdays during term time  and the income we receive is most welcome.

Many thanks to all the Leaders, and for the time and effort they put into making the 5th Potters Bar a large 
and successful Group. Thank you also to all the parents who have served on the Executive Committee. 

Chris Brunning,  Acting Group Scout Leader

We have 26 members of the Troop and we are fortunate to 
have retained most of our Scouts from before the lockdown.

Following the Covid lockdown in March 2020, with all meetings cancelled and all 
camping cancelled, our Summer term consisted of Zoom meetings only. We did 
manage to create a lockdown video, taking advantage of the good weather. If you 
didn’t see the video, those that took part, were well and truly soaked with water!

From September, we were allowed to meet face to face, outdoors only, 
with a maximum of 15 Scouts. As we had a large number, we split the 
Troop into two groups at separate venues. Scouts were locked down again 
in November, and so we have been holding Zoom meetings ever since.  

Before the lockdown in March 2020, 7 Scouts managed to gain the Chief Scout Gold Award, the highest achievement in Scouts, 
but were not presented the Award and had already moved up to Explorers. A further 3 Scouts completed the Award in December 
2020, so in January 2021 we had a mass presentation of 10 Chief Scout Gold Awards on Zoom! Congratulations to all the Scouts 
who achieved the award. 

Scout Troop

CubsCub Scout Pack



Despite all the restrictions of the last year, our Cubs have still managed to meet 
regularly either via zoom or for a few meetings face-to- face, the Cubs have been 
very resilient embracing online sessions. Before Christmas we were very lucky to 
be able to meet outdoors and enjoyed hiking, laser tag and Backwoods cooking 
where we made doughnuts over a campfire with lots of jam (which were delicious).

During our Zoom cooking sessions in the recent lock-down we have made 
pizza, Cake and cinnamon buns all in a mug in the microwave which as you 
might imagine they have all enjoyed a lot you can see the food theme that’s 
for sure. We also challenged our Cubs with online quizzes, games and ac-
tivity packs which we used to make Christmas wreaths and advent calen-
dars and even manage to fit in some badge work and prize competitions. We 
are all very much looking forward to the new term and getting outdoors again.

Beaver Scout Colony
I started the process of taking over leadership from James Purton just before the summer holidays in 2020 and over the sum-
mer break I started completing more of my leadership training. When Beavers restarted in September, I was in a place where I 
had taken over from James fully and was running and planning all of the meetings. We were lucky enough to have a few face-
to-face meetings before we went into the second national lockdown in October, where we had meetings including roasting 
marshmallows on a fire, a Halloween night where we carved pumpkins and team sport games. After we went into the lock-
down, we started having online meetings on Zoom, which was a completely different experience for me, but also for the Beavers.

I wanted to make sure that the meetings we were having were still fun and engaging for the Beavers. I have re-intro-
duced the badges for the Beavers, as I think that this is a way on engaging the Beavers in the activities over Zoom, and a 
way of being able to do different activities each week. We have been making recycled rocket ships, baking cookies, and sci-
ence experiments which have all gone towards different badges. I have really enjoyed this experience and can’t wait un-
til we are able to get back to face-to-face meetings, and I have got a lot of fun and exciting things planned for the Beavers.

2021/22
All Sections resumed face to 
face meetings in April 2021, 
and Scouts held a Summer 
Camp in Oxfordshire, attended 
by 18 Scouts from 5th Potters 
Bar and 1st Little Heath, plus 2 
Explorers and 6 Leaders.

2021 - 2022 so far!
All Sections resumed face to face meetings in April 2021, and 
the Scouts held a Summer Camp in Oxfordshire, attended by 
18 Scouts from 5th Potters Bar and 1st Little Heath, plus 2 
Explorers and 6 Leaders. Here are some photos of what the 
Group has been up to so far!

Our new website now includes up-to-date pro-
grammes for each section, photos and more!

5pbscouts.co.uk

WW


